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BlKEBIMOTA 500 VDUE

Carbon-fibre end cans
[battam Laft] and detailed

engineering [left] show
that this is no
mass-produced nail
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BIMOTAVDUE
This bike: 179
Price new: £ |4
Topspeed: 155

D-v

The flawed genius that shou d have been the ultimate

race replica but instead brought Bimota to its knees
WORDS STUART BAR

KER PHOTOS OLI TENNENT

BIMOTA'S FAILED GRAMD Prix replica Vidue
may seem an odd choice to feature as an icon
hike. But TW0 s
and bravery displayed by the now defunct ltalian
company for irang to make the closest thing
ever to a road-going Grand Prix matorcycle

The Vdue may have been beset by fue
injiection problems to the point where it was

salutes the innovative thinking

withdrawn from sale, but it was a courageous
effort and there was still much to celebrate
about the S00cc two-stroke V-twin. Things
such as a dry racing clutch, a six-speed, side-
lnading cassette gearbox, a carbon-fibre rear
seat unit and carbon end cans, alloy wheels
an Uhlins shock and fully adjustable Paioli
forks. The list goes on but you should already
be getting the impression that this was no
ordinary mass-produced motorcycle

Bimota's rooks were in racing but in 1977
Massima Tamburini produced his first
complete road bike utilising the engine from
Suzuki's G5750. He called it the Bimota 582
ncidentally, the name Bimola came from
combining Tamburini's surname with those of
his two pariners, Bianchi and Marri

Bimota's speciality over the next three
decades was in marrying ltalian chassis and
suspension expertise with the proven
reliability and power of Japanese engines. The
result was hand-built exotica that handled
baautifully and offered serious exclusivity. But
the Vdue proved to be a step too far

Launched in 1997, the bike had been in
developrment for s years because Bimota's
R&D department consisted of fewsar than 10
The orginal idea was to build a
500cc V-twin engine for use in Grands Prix

members

since there was much talk in the early 90s of the
favoured V-four configuration being outlawed.
When this came to nothing, Bimata decided to
use its new-found bwo-st
knowledge on a road bike and built the Vdue.
Emissions laws had previousky hampered
any firm's plans to release a 500cc two-stroke
and a fuel injected two-stroke is tricky
because fuel needs to be injected directly into l

troke engine




BIKEBimMmoTA 500 vDUE
“THE VDUE’S POWER WAS COMPROMISED BY THE FLAWED FUEL INJECTION SYSTEM”

OWNING A VDUE

BIMOTA YDUE OWNER Paul Bridgland has
a very simple explanation when asked
why he loves his bike: “Because it'sa
500cc, two-stroke V-Twin. Enough said.”
The Vdue does indeed mark the end of an
era with the demise of the 500cc GP class so

they're always going to be considered
special. "A lot of peaple buy them just to put
on show or to keep as collectables and it's
easy to understand why. They're certainty
not for riding to work on, but | love two-
strokes because you have to work at riding
them. imagine riding a bike with twice the
power of an Aprilia R5250 and you'll get
some idea of what the Vdue is like. My Ydue
runs on carbs but owners of the fuel
injected version have altered the position of .
the ports in the cylinders and it runs better. ; /
“The position of the ports is critical on a - f
two-stroke and because Bimota had its /
barrels machinedoutof house, theywere | /
slightly off - enough to throw the whole bike —
out. Buta Vdue finished second in this year’s
talian Open championship against Suzuki
G5X-R1000s and tuned R1s, which proves
what they can dowhen they're sorted.”

500CC TWO-STROKE AR

fairing and [right]
VDUE: WANT ONE? Bhlins shock add
THEN CHOOSE BETWEEN three different to Vdue's racing
versions as Bimota is selling them off. pedigres and

The original injected bike costs just exotic appeal
E6500 but that's really only aimed at
collectors or those with enough technical
know-how to get the thing running.

A carburetted model - dubbed the
Evoluzione Strada - costs £10,500 but is the
best option if you actually want to ride a
Vdue on the road.

And if you want to relive the glory days of
500cc GP two-stroke
racing there isa
Corsa track model {
which retails at ' g
Elomdsyoud or g
expect from a track-only ;
bike, the road tackle = ‘y .
has been ditched and 17 Wl v NS
the engine’s been L‘)}-\.\ Ry
tweaked to produce a Al & » "-_1
litle more bhp. The Corsaalso g x}}ﬂ J \

oy

*,

features neat undersagt exhausts
and a quick-shifter system

The choice is yours. Contact "‘i
Paul Bridgland, www.rsvrnet, o
|01306) 428030,

086 TW0 WHEELS DMLY | lanuary 2004



