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68 =ErkeEs BIMOTA 500-VDUE

‘A.A Over here and

oh., |//cu=

Crippled by appalling fuel injection, Bimota's two-
stroke GP-replica 500-Vdue sank the firm in 1998.
Now it's bach, it's on carbs and you can buy one...

8 special motoroycles go, there aren’t
marny more inapiring than this, a Bimota
500-Vdue Corsa. It's a 499¢c liquid
cooled two-stroke V-twin knocking out
108bhp at nearly 10,000rpm. Weaighing
the same as a Aprilla RS250, but with twice the
power, thera's no denyming this machine its place
in tha Big Book Of Bastard Quick Bikes
Thea onginal Vdue was launched back in 1988
as Bimota's first ever own-engined motorcycle
For tha troubled firm it represented a final
gamble, a maka or break business venture that
tragically brought the company to its knees, With
environmentalists lurking behind every rulabook,
the lalian company’s only hope for mass-
producing such an obviously insane motorcycle
was compular-controlled Direct Injection (D -
fuel injection for two-strokes), While the
groundbraaking technology let the bike slip
through the emissions net, DI meant the bike
couldn't be ridden hard. *Opening the th
the original Vdue was like playing R-ms-dr:
Rouletie with one emply chamber,
PE editor Kev Raymond. “It was either all
nothing, and you had no contral over it.”

" pays tormer

But despite the disappointing reality, there’s no

denying an all-italian two-stroke superbike shill

holds one hell of an attraction. Which is why the

naw ownier of this bike paid £11,000 to an Italian

he'd never met, who didn't spaak English, then
and drove fo Milan

fly, raally wanted this bike,"

confesses enthusiast and successfu

I really,

businessman Paul Bridgland. “That's the anly
way | can explain why | transferred 15 000 Euros
fo an ftafian bank account on what i inasight
was b ith. I'd been fold he'd got 60 Vdues,
actory-fres! ust had to have a
punt at getting hold of one.”

But how does one man get hold of 60 of tha
rarest superbikes in the world?

“This bloke is a real enthusiast,” says Paul
“And he's bought everything and anything fo do
with the Vdue. | n if, and it was in
the old bankrupt factory, he's now got it in his
warehouse, He's even got a confainer of fresh
bikes shipped back from Japan, He bought the
rights fo everything Vdue from Bimota's
receivers. Buf he's nof just got the doda-style
ijection bikes, he's got the carb-fed machines
that Bimata never had the chance fo sefl And |
just drove 1700 miles in 68 hours to gef mine.”

That word just’is quite significant too
Boecause right now we're sat in the paddock of
Donington Park, Paul smiling nervously as his
carbonfibre-clad Vdue is examined by a pair of
gobsmacked officials. Only a few days after
picking the bike up, he's handed it over to
Performance Bikes for its inaugural thrash. And
after being sat dormant and un-used for nearty
five yoars, |'ve just donated 24 hours of my life 1o
gatting the bike ready

Fresh from Paul's van and after years in a
warshousa, dust had accumulated in the carbs,
the tyres were rock solid, and everything
to do with the patrol ines had perished -;

and never rum, |

“A Y99cc ligquid-cooled two-strohe
I/-twsin hnocking out 10Sbhp*™

B The 500-Vdue brought
bemuty, and bankruptcy,

in aqual measures.

A BLUFFER

GUIDE TO VDUES

There are three models. The

Strada s the lowliest of the

bunch: they've got quist pipes

arid are perfectly foad-legal, but

ara fittad with DIl and are completaly
unrideable. Stump up £6800 and you

can get ane tomomow (See over page).
Meat in ing s the Evolunone. It's alleged
when the DI bike flopped and Bimota ran
out of Suruki TL-powersd SBERS to placats
disgruntled customers, somebady
important said “hugger i and started
putting carbs and race-pipes on the
Stradas and asked customers to promisa’
not to ride tham on the road. Thase can now
be had for around E8550. Whila this was
going on, Bimota reckoned a one-maks
race-geries would shift some unils and they
came up with the Corsa. Carb-fed, with a
carbanfibre monocoque sublrama/s 1T digi
clocks and a built-in quick-shifler. T

have no lights and cost £11,000. ArH:l it'e
what wa rode here. Thay're all supplied on
"88 or "99 kalan number plates, 50 as long
as you only travel through EC countries (not
Switzerand) you won't have any VAT or
paperwork probiems
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SPECIFICATION

ENGINE: L
Bimats 4389cc liguid-cosded two-stieke ¥-twin. Hirect
Injection ravmevad, now runs two Dell ‘Dris 35w CY carks
EXHAUSTS:

I'I.ﬂuu. -ﬂlTl.;.In: sleel Bimata Racing ||;-h. . b
chambers wilh carben cans

s FREANE ANR SUGAN: i L)
Klunsinium oval-section twin-spar wilk handmade alty il
intermally braced swingarm

WHEELS, BRAKES AN TYRES

Antera afioy three spoke wheets, with Brembo Geldine 4-pat
frunt calipers sn Z30imm fnstieg discs, » single-pol rear on
F0man disc wnd sladnless beaisded lines il round

harizontally mesnbed ﬂrmum_ﬁhig ruar

e

Dna-pica pre-preq carbeafibee tall and sublrame, glass- talia y that I'Tl
fbre fairinga. ey of the remaining 65
~» TRICK BITS: Euros do

P ——




“It only talhes bwo attempls
before the thing crachles into life”

B Brembao Goldine 4-pot calipers grace 320mm

W Dbviously they didn't anticipate the Lomas arse....

shether the thing would

gt, seee of mayba just sxphode
it PB two-stroke racer Bruce Dunr

i the teme it f

) ovelling phone
Ita

o Corsas wing their way

shit-to-blanket

lock-ug, whila
vow and C-rings off a

beleaguered Mark Brewin at BSD

sRET

| serounged tools, knoy

e, and getting the

1 Park bacama the anlby

ity inomy ife. So imal
pull the choks

releasa Acerbis fua

starter button for st the third time ever
The mstrum

lights dim, and nothing else

After a panic-niddiad second the penny

ips. Battery

yslanders

siasm bug s

Within momeants thera are

behind me ready

spreading as used

Vidua badge
on the tail. Everyone wants to see it run.

It only takes two attempts before thin

ke, The
is early in the

crackles into life in a cloud of blua

harsh sound oby

W CArTieS v

morming. We'ra s

Ider deep in a rapidly-

forming crowd befora the d 3| temperature
gauge has clmbed past 30°C. By 45°C I'm
or the third-time (s

-5Trnke

& work fine and it’ll
Everyona's walching and t

nake matters worsa | have to repe

he manira

wn" all aleng the pit-lane. That's
QoW 0 aroon a ntirat tor me,

m front of & 200-atrong audience

The scream of A 500co two-stroka in tha pit
lana kasn't baen heard for at least a year. Thers

no power below 4000rpm, ar are doasn't

seem 10 ba much above it anthe

my nerves are still ragged
nothing's making sense. Even worse, nobody’s

ovartaking me. They're hanging back like vultures

warting tfo see the izt chase the two-stroks

draam around nington GP circuit. But this

CLrmc 185 Nnervo

Three laps in, the Pirellis have warmed nic ely

and the susp

ion feels good. The quick-shifter

t ttme of

afamult

1.5 second zk. It's on factory

and | have na idea how to change it. | pull in

& | ik,
15 15 haraly

smiing insanaly 1o mysalf £ detach every plug |

aading fo the gusck s

& naarly as L
g fimil is the fainng
i, | can lean the Vdua over further than

any other bike I've ndden. The quick-shifter's still

frim 1 on t .-'- o

WEIrY WIOTIG-wWay-
rero-thritie, clutch in. G
wrong mid-comer and yo
of silence. Plu
ust 12mpg
J 5 reliable as a paper
monsoon, But the drug-hike buzz from keeping the
beast in its RE-beating po

lap is easil

round gears

I'ré sailing grasswards

on

i got fasteners made of

che olus two-stroke oil, and

wirrband througk

maka up for it | leam mo

about comeanng in three Vdue-mounted sessons
tham |'ve leamt in my life
Thara are 20 more to be bought and collected

from Milan, and if wou're nch and mad (1sn't that

eccantnc?) | heartily recommend you do so
Mow, if not yesterday




